
Student Voice: A framework for managing 
extra-familial risks to children
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Working Together to Safeguard 

Children in action:

• Emphasises the important strategic role 

schools must play

• Focuses on understanding the lived 

experiences of children

• Supports essential services to work 

together to safeguard children

• Promotes relationships between 

essential services and young people



Our guiding principle

“We will not understand the everyday life 

experiences of young people unless we seek to 

understand the social rules that govern their lives.”

(Dr Carlene Firmin, 2021)
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An interactive information sharing tool for young people to use on their terms



Intercepting drug 
dealing hotspot and 

use in parks

Early Intervention cases

Young girl and 
mother saved from 
domestic violence

sexual abuse and 
harassment, bullying, 
mental health, drugs, 
grooming,  and many 
other cases…

Earlier support for 
young girl self 

harming 

Grooming CCE

Teenage relationship 
abuse

Tracking hotspot areas 
of harm over the school 
year



Relationship building through embedded information sharing



Specialist 
Support

Targeted 
Support

Universal 
Service

Education, health, social care and 
police carry out specific deep dives in 

known areas of concern – both 
geographical and/or safeguarding 

specific

Education, health, social care and 
police routinely gather macro level 
contextual information from young 

people and children that promotes a 
deep understanding of the lived 
experiences of young people and 

children in the catchment area

Every child can use their 
voice to share their lived 

experiences on their terms 
anytime

Multiple use of contextual 
data generated through 

empowering and 
understanding the voice 

of the child enables 
education, health, social 
care and police to work 

together and to track the 
success of their 
interventions

A contextual solution that supports working together to safeguard children



Thank you
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